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"By this we know love, that he laid 
down his life for us; and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the breth-
ren." 1 John 3:16 
Letters to the editor 
Democracy and the Kingdom of God 
Your Editorial, " A Text: Used and 
Misused" appearing in the October 25, 
1976 issue of the Visitor, speaks aptly to a 
growing trend. 
Our bicentennial year provided impetus 
for great nationalistic fanfare by many 
churches priding themselves in being 
"evangelical," "fundamental ," and "Bible 
believing." America and the kingdom of 
God have become almost synonymous! 
Less optimistic views receive suspicion 
from churches and individuals influenced 
by the liberated, civil rights, equality 
mania of 20th Century America. 
Mormonism is also highly nationalistic, 
believing the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution to be directly in-
spired of God and on par with biblical in-
spiration. For Mormons, America is the 
kingdom of God—though not yet the 
glorious state she will become—and she 
will endure because God's divine plan has 
willed it so. Present trends fit Mormon 
eschatology excellently! 
Solzhenitsyn, exiled Russian writer, 
said, "The Western democratic world is 
coming to a decisive moment in its exist-
ence and it does not realize what is hap-
p e n i n g . Y o u have t h e i m p r e s s i o n 
democracies can last. But you know 
nothing about it. Democracies are lost 
islands in the immense river of history. The 
simplest laws of history play against demo-
cratic societies. But this evidence doesn't 
strike you." And it doesn't strike us be-
cause we have undying faith in the demo-
cratic process—a process we assume to be 
God given. 
C. S. Lewis, in Mere Christianity, 
speaks of God's acts in behalf of man and 
describes them as "selective and undemo-
cratic to the highest degree." Of this 
undemocratic process Lewis says, "Such a 
process is very unlike what modern feeling 
demands, but it is startling like what 
nature habitually does." Following Lewis' 
development of this point provides fasci-
nating insight. 
Suffice it to say "the world is too much 
with us" and safety is not in its numbers. 
Mildred G. Imboden 
Bloomfield, N . M . 
T H E P E N T E C O S T EXPERIENCE 
from page three 
We also have channels for this part 
of the ministry of love. The Men-
nonite Central Commit tee and our 
own Board for Missions are such 
channels. Obviously, this ministry is 
not limited entirely to Christian com-
muni t ies . However , it is again a 
matter of priority in expressing the 
special quality of love and oneness 
which exists between those who are in 
Christ . 
Whether it is the local Deacons' 
Fund ; the Board of Benevolence 
budget, or offerings for M C C or 
World Hunger we do well to recall the 
words of John when he wrote: "But if 
any one has the world's goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God ' s love 
abide in h im?" (1 John 3:17). 
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From the Editor 
The Chr is tmas season is an appropriate t ime to consider 
the church 's responsibility to the poor . "You know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ , that though he was rich, 
yet for your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty 
you might become r ich" (2 Corinthians 8:9). 
Both the meaning and the tradition of Chris tmas call us 
to remember those who have material need. In many 
respects Christ ianity is " this worldly." The God of salva-
tion is the God of creation. The Word through whom 
"grace and truth c a m e " is the same Word through whom 
"all things were m a d e " (John 1). 
The coming of Christ was more than a visual mani-
festation. It was an incarnat ion—". . . the Word became 
flesh . . . " The Bible recognizes the fact of our creature-
hood and our creature needs. Heal th , food, shelter, money, 
work, justice, and other concerns that affect our present 
needs receive much attention in the Scriptures. 
The excerpts f rom John Wesley's Sermons and Journal 
came to our attention through Emerson Lesher who is 
doing research on Wesley as part of his work at Fuller 
Theological Seminary. 
It may come as somewhat of a surprise to some of us 
who are aware of his concern for "scriptural holiness" to 
learn of his understanding of the holy life in its ministry to 
human need. Let it be pointed out that although Wesley's 
concern was as wide as society's needs, his emphasis in 
these excerpts focuses on the needs (the poor) within the 
church. In this he was indeed biblical. The concern for 
those within the fellowship holds priority for Christians 
(Galat ians 6:10). 
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Editorial 
The Pentecost Experience 
T H E M E N T I O N of Pentecost brings varied images to 
mind—strange phenomena of wind and tongues of fire, 
the immediate bridging of the language barrier, and the 
change in the disciples from fear to boldness and weak-
ness to power. 
One of the images which comes to mind is the sense of 
oneness which marked the church that was born that day. 
The descriptive verses in chapter 2, (41-47), picture a 
society marked by fellowship and unity. They were "to-
gether and had all things in common"; they "distributed 
them [posessions and goods] to all, as any had need." 
In chapter 4 this refrain is repeated. They "were of one 
heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things 
which he possessed was his own . . . There was not a needy 
person among them, for . . . distribution was made to each 
as any had need." 
This sense of oneness was accompanied by apostolic 
signs and wonders, persuasive preaching, joyful worship, 
and witness to the resurrection. The result was remark-
able growth in numbers. 
This growing church required some structure to carry 
out this sharing ministry and in Acts 6 seven men were 
appointed " to this duty." It is of interest to note that the 
evangelistic thrust of the church for the next three chapters 
(6-8) surrounds two of the seven men (deacons) who were 
chosen to administer the "daily distribution"—Stephen 
and Philip. 
This theme of the care for all within the community of 
faith runs throughout the Scriptures. Specific and detailed 
provisions were made to provide for the needy among the 
children of Israel. The prophets made this an important 
mark of righteous living. It breaks out time and again in 
the Epistles. John said that love expressed in sharing one's 
goods was in fact a test of true faith (I John 3:17). James 
makes it a mark of a valid faith (James 2:15-16). 
Jesus' command to love our neighbor surely implies that 
anyone in need, whom we are in a position to help, has a 
demand upon us. It is equally clear that those within the 
church have a priority on our resources to help . . . "let us 
do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the 
household of faith." Jesus commanded us to love our 
neighbor as ourselves but to love each other as He has 
loved us. 
This opportunity and obligation finds expression in the 
three levels of our church life. 
The congregation: The sense of oneness and mutual 
sharing should be one of the outstanding characteristics of 
the congregation. We should not assume that the pro-
visions of insurance, Social Security, pensions, severance 
pay, and welfare relieves the congregation of financial and 
material responsibility for those with financial needs in our 
midst. There should be those (deacons, very likely) whose 
ministry it is to be aware of need and respond to it. What is 
everyone's responsibility is usually no one's responsibility. 
Those responsible for this ministry should have 
resources on which they can draw immediately and con-
fidentially to render assistance. This fund may not be large 
but it should be maintained in order that it is available. 
There will be needs within the congregation known to the 
congregation. The support of these would very likely be 
common knowledge to the group. There will be other 
needs known only to the pastor and the deacons. These 
should be met without publicity. Our brother's or sister's 
need does not have to reach the point of obvious despera-
tion before support is given. 
(In a recent report to our own congregation it was stated 
that a substantial amount of money had been distributed 
from our Deacons' Fund. It is to the credit of our deacons 
and the program that I had little idea and no knowledge of 
who was the recipient(s) of these funds. It was of great 
satisfaction to know that needs in the body were being 
met.) 
The denomination: The scriptural obligation which lays 
upon the congregation applies to the wider Christian fel-
lowship—the denomination. The Macedonian congre-
gations responding to the need of the church at Jerusalem 
(2 Corinthians 8 and 9) is an example of this wider min-
istry. 
The mobility of people and families may make it diffi-
cult to determine upon which congregation the obligation 
should rest. Certain congregations because of their loca-
tion may well have more than their share of those who 
have need. 
There will be those whose needs in their older years are 
closely related to their years of service to the church at a 
financial sacrifice. The responsibility for these is a de-
nominational concern. The Brethren in Christ has a struc-
ture that responds to these needs—the Board of Ben-
evolence. 
We have too long regarded the Board of Benevolence 
with a welfare agency mentality—the last resort. We 
need—and I believe we are beginning—to see the ministry 
of this board as foundational to the life of the church—an 
expression of that unity and love which was the unique 
mark of the church at and following Pentecost. 
If we are to be a church in the tradition of the New 
Testament church, funds for this ministry need to have a 
priority in our budgets. Most of us live at varying levels of 
affluence. It is a sad commentary on our Christian profes-
sion if there are those of our brothers and sisters who must 
live on the edge of subsistence. No amount of pious 
pronouncements or evangelistic or missionary zeal will 
cover this lack of love. 
The church has an obligation to provide, through 
adequate remuneration, pensions and savings plans, for 
those who serve the church and to teach a sense of steward-
ship to all its members. But our existence is such that the 
best laid plans of men and church are sometimes inade-
quate. The need will always exist for sharing in the face of 
need. 
The wider Christian community: We are continually 
made aware of the widespread needs near and far. Natu-
ral disasters, political turmoil, economic disparity, and 
countless other conditions bring suffering and death to our 
neighbors and fellow members of the human race. 
To these we should not close our hearts. But I believe we 
have a special responsibility to those who are part of the 
Christian community—first to those of our own fellow-
ship and then beyond to other Christian communities. 
to page two 
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I OJOS TEUNGT^Y AND YOU... 
John M. Drescher 
S O M E Y E A R S ago my wife and I 
were on a tour through a large church 
bui lding. This congrega t ion was 
known far and wide as wealthy and 
aristocratic. Our guide took us to a 
room in which there were fine tables, 
chairs, and exquisite furnishings. 
"This room," our guide said, "was set 
aside years ago for the committee 
charged with the care of the poor in 
the community. However, today," he 
said, "there are no poor in the com-
munity so the committee has been 
practically inactive for years." 
As the church lost its concern for 
the poor, it seemed to add more ex-
pensive furnishings to its committee 
room. Yet one would probably not 
need to climb to the top of the steeple 
to see the city slums. 
Some of the clearest commands of 
all Scripture concern the care for the 
poor. Christ, in His first sermon, said 
He was "anointed . . . to preach the 
gospel to the poor." And He says one 
of the surest signs that His rule, His 
kingdom has come among us is that 
" the poor have the gospel preached to 
them." "I Was Hungry and You. . . ." 
But where are the poor in our 
churches? At best we minister to the 
poor from a distance. As the church 
becomes richer it forgets the com-
mands concerning the poor in its 
midst. Then the rich church is unable 
to see the poor. It can no longer 
imagine the hard lot of 40 to 50 
million poor in the United States 
described by Michael Harrington in 
The Other America. Finally the 
church begins to spiritualize the words 
of Jesus, saying that the "poor" means 
those who are the needy in sin, who 
need their sins forgiven rather than 
those who need food, clothes and 
shelter. In this way it seeks to evade 
God-given responsibility and negates 
the gospel itself. 
The writer is a former editor of the Gospel 
Herald, an author of numerous books, and 
presently a pastor and free lance writer. 
We have become so rich that we feel 
uncomfortable among the poor. And 
the poor feel uncomfortable in our 
churches and homes. We have become 
so respectable that it has become hard 
to respect the poor. We have become 
so acceptable that we find it hard to 
accept those who have not made it 
materially. 
May God pity us and have mercy 
upon us when an inkling of the above 
is true. It is time we again look at the 
Scripture and see what God has to say 
about our relationship to the poor. 
Isn't it striking that church growth 
has a direct relationship to the 
church's concern with the poor down 
through the centuries? Isn't it striking 
that about all the Scripture says about 
the rich is that they are warned not "to 
trust in uncertain riches" and that they 
should receive no special preference or 
prestige in the Christian fellowship? 
Yet so much is said about the poor! 
Isn't it striking that those congre-
gations who have the poor on their 
heart and in their midst give more 
than the congregations with the mil-
lionaires? 
Like the church mentioned above, 
many congregations have become so 
affluent that there is the idea that the 
poor are absent from the community. 
Yet, in every community there are 
those who are in deep need. And God 
has given special commands to His 
people regarding such and special 
blessings to those who keep His com-
mands concerning the poor. 
When Moses brought his people to 
the threshold of the promised land, he 
told them, "There will be no lack of 
poor men in the land that is to be thy 
home; I must warn thee, then, to be 
openhanded towards thy brother, thy 
fellow countryman, when he is poor 
and in want . . . It may be that one of 
thy brethren will fall on evil days. Do 
not steel thy heart and shut thy purse 
against him, be generous to his pover-
ty." 
Some object by saying the Christian 
is to preach the gospel and let social 
evils alone. Such do not read the 
Gospels. Jesus says that faithfulness to 
Him is measured strictly by the degree 
to which we minister to the one in 
need—both spir i tual ly and ma-
terially. "Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these . . . ye 
have done it unto me." From per-
sonal experience also we know that the 
one who refuses to minister physical 
help with the excuse that we are called 
to preach the gospel is one who isn't 
preaching the gospel either. 
Today we have the technical ability 
to abolish poverty. Whether we have 
the moral capability to make it our 
business is the question. 
"I t isn't any of our business, is it, 
Lord?" A little girl with a tender con-
science asked this question in her 
prayer. She had seen a poor, needy 
man on the street that day. "Oh , 
Mamma," she had said, "let 's help 
him." 
The mother had answered, "Come 
along, dear. It isn't any of our busi-
ness." 
That night, the little girl ended her 
prayer, " O God, bless that poor man 
on the corner." Then remembering her 
mother's words that day she added. 
"But really, it isn't any of our busi-
ness, is it Lord?" 
Recall Dickens' Christmas Carol. 
Those words by Jacob Morley's Ghost 
should haunt us. "Business! Mankind 
was my business. The common welfare 
was my business; charity, mercy, for-
bearance, and benevolence were all my 
business. The dealings of my trade 
were but a drop of water in the com-
prehensive ocean of my business!" 
It's time we make the poor our 
business. 
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John Wesley 
ON THE POOR 
O I N C E the Lord has not only been gracious to my soul, 
but has entrusted me with a share of this world's good, I 
am under an equal obligation to be faithful, in this as in the 
other gifts of God. Now especially, when help is so much 
wanted, I ought to be the more careful. Suffer me, Sir, to 
speak freely of myself: I have about forty-seven pounds a 
year. As to my disbursements, for apparel, I buy the most 
lasting and, in general, the plainest I can. 1 buy no furni-
ture but what is necessary and cheap. I make my own fire, 
and get my own breakfast and supper. I pay six-pence to 
one of our friends for my dinner. I drink herb-tea, and 
thereby save at least a shilling a week. 1 seldom drink tea 
in an afternoon, but sup at six, on bread and cheese, with 
milk and water; so I save at least eight-pence by dropping 
tea in the afternoon. . . . To be short, the expense for my-
self—meat, drink, clothes, and washing, is not twenty-
eight pounds per annum; so that I have near twenty pounds 
to return to God in the poor. Now, if every Christian 
family, while in health, would thus far deny themselves, 
would twice a week dine on the cheapest food, drink in 
general herb-tea, faithfully calculate the money saved 
thereby, and give it to the poor over and above their usual 
donations, we should then hear no complaining in our 
streets, but the poor would eat and be satisfied. He that 
gathered much would have nothing over, and he that 
gathered little would have no lack. O how happy should we 
all be, if this was the case with us! I mentioned this some 
time ago in a meeting at London, when a brother said, 
"These are but little things." As I went home, I thought of 
his words: "Little things!" Is the want of fire, in frost and 
snow, a little thing? Or the want of food, in a distressed, 
helpless family? Gracious God! "Feed me with food con-
venient for me! Give me not poverty; lest I steal, and take 
the name of my God in vain!" 
Dear Sir, 1 know what you feel for the poor, and I also 
sympathize with you. Here is a hard season coming on, 
and everything very dear; thousands of poor souls, yea, 
Christians, dread the approaching calamities. O that God 
would stir up the hearts of all that believe themselves his 
children, to evidence it by showing mercy to the poor, as 
God has shown them mercy! Surely the real children of 
God will do it of themselves; for it is the natural fruit of a 
branch in Christ. . . . My earnest prayers shall accompany 
yours, that God would give us all, in this our day, to know 
the things which belong unto our peace, and to acknowl-
edge the blessings which are freely given to us of God! 
—Journal , November 1767 
ON STEWARDSHIP 
Sermon CXVI 
O T H A T God would enable me once more, before 1 go 
hence and am no more seen, to lift up my voice like a 
trumpet to those who gain and save all they can, but do not 
give all they can! Ye are the men, some of the chief men, 
who continually grieve the Holy Spirit of God, and in a 
great measure stop His gracious influence from descend-
ing on our assemblies. Many of your brethren, beloved of 
God, have not food to eat; they have not raiment to put on; 
they have not a place where to lay their head. And why are 
they thus distressed? Because you impiously, unjustly, and 
cruelly detain from them what your Master and theirs 
lodges in your hands on purpose to supply their wants! See 
that poor member of Christ, pinched with hunger, shiver-
ing with cold, half naked! Meantime you have plenty of 
this world's goods—of meat, drink and apparel. In the 
name of God, what are you doing? So you neither fear 
God, nor regard man? Why do you not deal your bread to 
the hungry, and cover the naked with a garment? Have you 
laid out in your own costly apparel what would have an-
swered both these intentions? Did God command you so to 
do? Does he commend you for so doing? Did he entrust 
you with his (not your) goods for this end? And does he 
now say, "Servant of God, well done?" You well know he 
does not. This idle expense has no approbation, either 
from God, or your own conscience. But you say you can 
afford it! O be ashamed to take such miserable nonsense 
into your mouths! Never more utter such stupid cant; such 
palpable absurdity! Can any steward afford to be an arrant 
knave? to waste his Lord's goods? Can any servant afford 
to lay out his Master's money, any otherwise than his 
Master appoints him? So far from it, that whoever does 
this ought to be excluded from a Christian society. 
"But is it possible to supply all the poor in our society 
with the necessaries of life?" It was possible once to do 
this, in a larger society than this. In the first Church of 
Jerusalem "there was not any among them that lacked; 
but distribution was made to every one according as he had 
need." And we have full proof that it may be so still. It is 
so among the people called Quakers. Yea, and among the 
Moravians, so called. And why should it not be so with us? 
A gentleman (a Methodist) told me some years since, " I 
shall leave forty thousand pounds among my children." 
Now, suppose he had left them but twenty thousand, and 
given the other twenty thousand to God and the poor, 
would God have said to him, "Thou fool?" And this would 
have set all the society far above want. 
But I will not talk of giving to God, or leaving, half your 
fortune. You might think this to be too high a price for 
heaven. I will come to lower terms. Are there not a few 
among you that could give a hundred pounds, perhaps 
some that could give a thousand, and yet leave your chil-
dren as much as would help them to work out their own 
salvation? With two thousand pounds, and not much less, 
we could supply the present wants of all our poor, and put 
them in a way of supplying their own wants for the time to 
come. Now, suppose this could be done, are we clear 
before God while it is not done? Is not the neglect of it one 
cause why so many are still sick and weak among you; and 
that both in soul and in body? that they still grieve the 
Holy Spirit, by preferring the fashions of the world to the 
commands of God? And I many times doubt whether we 
Preachers are not, in some measure, partakers of their sin. 
I am in doubt whether it is not a kind of partiality. I doubt 
whether it is not a great sin to keep them in our society. 
May it not hurt their souls, by encouraging them to per-
severe in walking contrary to the Bible? And may it not, in 
some measure, intercept the salutary influences of the 
blessed Spirit upon the whole community? 
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Tribulation 
Worketh Patience 
C. W. Boyer Joni painting during the Christian Booksellers 
Convention. The man in the background is her 
father. 
1 HE HOT July sun was setting low 
in the west and gave the waters of the 
Chesapeake Bay a warm glow. The 
water was murky, and as my body 
broke the surface in a dive, its cold 
cleanness doused my skin." 
This is the first paragraph of the 
book, Joni, the moving, inspiring story 
of Joni Eareckson, published by Zon-
dervan Publishing House in August, 
1976. (Joni was named after her 
father, John Eareckson, so her name is 
pronounced "Johnny.") 
The Ea reckson fami ly live in 
Baltimore, in a spacious house which 
Mr. Eareckson built himself as a 
wedding gift for his wife, Margaret 
Landwehr, and "they have lived there 
ever since." Joni attended Woodlawn 
Senior High School in Baltimore, 
from which she was graduated in 1967. 
At Woodlawn she excelled in athletics, 
and was nominated to the National 
Honor Society. 
In her s o p h o m o r e y e a r J o n i 
attended a "Young Life" retreat at 
Natural Bridge, Virginia, and here she 
accepted Christ as her Savior. "In-
stead of doing things my way," she 
prayed, "I want Christ to sit on the 
throne of my life and lead me. Thank 
you for saving me from sin and giving 
me eternal life." 
Joni and her sister, Kathy, had gone 
to the bay together on that fateful July 
thirtieth, 1967. " I felt my head strike 
something hard and unyielding. I 
heard the underwater sound of crunch-
ing, grinding sand. I was lying face 
down on the bottom." These sen-
tences describe graphically what hap-
The writer, active for many years in the Chris-
tian education program of the denomination, 
now resides with his wife in Albany, N. Y. He 
and Mrs. Boyer are members of the Dayton 
Brethren in Christ Church. Photographs are by 
Cordelia Rush. Used by permission Christian 
Herald. 
pened. When Joni dove off the raft, in-
stead of having ample depth, as she 
thought, the water was shallow, only 
three or four feet deep. Joni had struck 
bottom and broken her neck! When 
she failed to surface, Kathy dove down 
and brought her up. 
Joni was rushed to the hospital, and 
then followed a long and tortuous 
period of hospitalization. First there 
were months in the Intensive Care 
Unit. Then came surgery for fusion of 
the fractured vertebrae; after this an 
extended period of physical therapy, 
and finally release to her home on 
April 15, 1969. 
In the brief scope of this article it 
would not be possible to relate in 
detail the experiences of discourage-
ment, resentment, depression, doubt, 
frustration, despair, even temptations 
to suicide, which Joni went through 
during these long months of hos-
pitalization. Let me mention just a few 
of these "tribulation" experiences. 
After surgery the doctor told Joni 
and her parents that "the surgery was 
a complete success"; but he added that 
"Joni 's injury is permanent," which 
meant that she would never walk 
again. But he said, "We're hoping that 
she'll regain the use of her hands one 
day." Joni was not willing to accept 
this verdict. To the nurse she de-
clared, " I 'm going to walk out of here, 
Alice. God will help me. You'll see." 
On one occasion when her close 
friend, Jackie, was visiting her, she in-
sisted on seeing a mirror. Very reluc-
tantly she complied, and as Jackie 
held the mirror in front of her, and 
Joni saw her frightening image—her 
eyes sunken, bloodshot and glassy, her 
weight down from 125 pounds to 80, 
her shaved head, which added to her 
skeletal appearance—as Joni saw this 
pitiful, wasted reflection of herself, she 
prayed, "Oh , God, how can You do 
this to me?" 
Then there was Jim, a bright, young 
quadriplegic. He argued with Joni. 
"I 've looked at religion, philosophy, 
everything. Life has absolutely no 
meaning . . . I'm crippled. For good. 
I'll never be on my feet again. . . . 
No—there's no God, Joni. No. God." 
He gave her atheistic literature to read 
by Satre and Karl Marx. In her own 
physical condition, this challenge to 
her faith was not without effect. "Had 
not God, if there is a God, turned His 
back on me? My mind was a jumble of 
thoughts and philosophies. . . . What 
was right? What was wrong? Oh, what 
a maze of confusion. Am I losing my 
mind as well as my body?" "Then 'a 
still small voice' reminded my trou-
bled brain, Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
thee. '" The victory over doubt had 
been won! 
While her de te rmina t ion and 
prayers that she would be able to walk 
again were not realized, "I began to 
strain every atom of will power into 
getting back the use of my hands." 
When she reported to the doctor her 
lack of progress, he said, "No , Joni, 
you won't ever get your hands back. 
You might as well stop hoping and get 
used to the idea." Is it any wonder that 
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she would say, "The words were exact-
ly the opposite of what I wanted to 
hear—what I'd been praying for. I 
wasn't prepared to accept the fact that 
I'd always be a quadriplegic. Forever 
dependent, forever helpless." 
Joni's sweetheart was a Christian 
young man by the name of Dick 
Filbert. They were very close and 
looked forward to being married some 
day. In September, 1967, Dick, with 
many other of Joni's friends, left for 
college. Dick hitchhiked back to see 
Joni as often as possible. On one such 
visit "he kissed me softly, lingeringly. 
'I love you,' he whispered, 'I'll wait 
forever for y o u . ' " 
But now, a year later, "Tearfully, I 
wrote to Dick, explaining what the 
doctor had said. 'I'll never be able to 
use my hands . . . I can never be a wife 
. . . Let's continue our relationship 
based on friendship.' I didn't sign it 
'Your Joni' as I had done on my other 
letters to him. This time I simply 
signed it, ' Jon i . ' " 
So Joni faced the "handicaps" of 
never being able to walk, of having no 
use of her hands, of being confined for 
life to a wheelchair, of giving up the 
bright prospects of a happy marriage! 
That she should not only have been 
willing to accept this restricted way of 
life, but that she should have come to 
the place of recognizing it as God's 
will for her and actually rejoicing in 
it—here, indeed, is a rare and inspir-
ing example of God's amazing love 
and grace. Now she could say, "I saw 
that my injury was not a tragedy but a 
gift that God was using to help me 
conform to the image of Christ, some-
thing that would mean my ultimate 
satisfaction, happiness—even joy." 
But Joni was not totally helpless! 
She still has her voice which she is 
using in an increasingly enlarged min-
istry in telling her experience and what 
the grace and power of God has 
accomplished in her life. And she still 
has her mouth! 
It was therapist, Chris Brown, who 
first suggested that "You can use your 
mouth to do some of the things you 
normally do with your hands." Joni's 
reply was: "No, it's degrading, dis-
gusting. I won't do it." But later Chris 
taught her how to write by holding a 
pencil in her mouth. Finally, with 
determination and concentration, "I 
wrote a letter to mom and dad." 
Again, encouraged by Chris, she 
began to draw. Her first "picture" was 
a cowboy on a horse, etched with a 
stylus in soft clay. Thus began the 
development and use of her artistic 
talent in drawing, which was to be-
come such a unique and significant 
aspect of her ministry. 
As time went on, and her spiritual 
life continued to deepen, her interest in 
drawing increased and the quality of 
her pictures improved. "Now all the 
experiences began to find visible ex-
pression in my art. At first I drew for 
fun; then to occupy by time; and 
finally, to express my feelings for what 
God was doing in me," and she began 
to sign all of her drawings " P T L " for 
"Praise the Lord." 
And so her drawings are produced 
as she sits in her wheelchair, in front of 
her easel, sketching "with precision 
and control," using a Flair felt-tip pen 
held in her mouth. In all of this her 
"overriding focus (is) that my art . . . 
would help me gain independence, 
and, more importantly that it would 
be used to glorify God." 
When Mrs. Boyer and I attended 
the Chr i s t i an Bookse l le r s ' Con-
vention in Atlantic City in July, we 
were delighted to learn that Joni was 
there in the Zondervan exhibit area, to 
help introduce her book, Joni, soon to 
be released. What a pleasure and in-
spiration it was to converse with her, 
to watch her draw, and to feel the 
warmth of her friendly, radiant, Chris-
tian personality. As I was watching 
her draw she turned to me and said, 
"Would you like to have this picture, 
Mr. Boyer?" Of course, I accepted it 
gratefully. It is a picture of a sailboat 
on a lake; and I feel fortunate, indeed, 
to have an "original" by Joni, with her 
signature, "Joni PTL." 
I had told her that I was planning to 
write an article about her for our 
church paper, and I said to her, "Joni , 
could you give me your testimony in 
one sentence?" I added, "If you would 
like a little time to think about it, I 
could come back later." But she didn't 
need time to think. As the Scripture 
says, she was "ready to give an an-
swer," and this was it: "If God can 
empower me to claim victory in this 
wheelchair, what more can't His grace 
accomplish in your life?" 
To which I can only add: PTL. 
NOTE: An illustrated brochure listing 
Joni's art work is available, by writing to 
Joni, P.O. Box 248, Sykesville, Md. 21784. 
The autobiography, Joni, is available at 
all Christian Light Bookstores ($6.95). 
The PTL monogram used on page six 
was drawn by Joni for use in this article 
(Editor). 
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"Straight Paths" from one of Joni's correspondence folders. 
Hn, all acknowledge, Hw\... 
<smd fk will rnakt ^our paths sTrâ hT 
December 10, 1976 
On 
October 17, 1976, 
the Esquipulas 
Brethren in Christ 
Church 
celebrated its A view of the Esquipulas Church. (The family shown in the photograph is not the current pastoral 
family.) 
Tenth Anniversary 
For the occasion, some 350 people 
came from various churches to partici-
pate. Not all could be seated in the 
church, so there was a good overflow 
in the patio. 
The special activities officially 
started the previous Thursday with 
three nights of evangelistic services. 
These evening services were blessed 
with the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
under the ministry of Rev. Ignacio 
Hernandez, a Nazarene minister who 
is director of the Bible Society of 
Nicaragua. 
It was most appropriate that Her-
mano Ignacio should participate in 
these anniversary services, as he had 
played an influential role in the es-
tablishing of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Esquipulas. When veteran 
miss ionar ies Howard and Pear l 
Wolgemuth began services in an out-
side patio back in 1965, Hermano 
Ignacio helped with the preaching for 
six months. Besides his participation 
every Tuesday night in a preaching 
capacity, he was instrumental in locat-
ing and negotiating the purchase of the 
lot where the church now stands. 
The Sunday morning service was 
under the ministry of Rev. Juan 
Gatan, a Pentecostal pastor who is 
well-known for his music ministry. 
Present with him were various mem-
bers of his church in Managua who are 
also gifted in music. Consequently, 
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Sunday was a day of much singing, 
both congregational and individual, 
which the Nicaraguans thoroughly 
enjoy doing. 
For dinner, a free meal of "vigaron" 
was served to all present. A popular 
Nicaraguan dish, "vigaron" consists 
of boiled yucca mixed with pork fat, 
deep-fat fried to a crispy crunch and 
topped with a spiced cabbage-tomato 
salad. I t 's hard to describe but 
delicious to eat! 
The only disappointment of the day 
came when the invited afternoon guest 
speaker, Dr. Francisco Baltodano, a 
Christian lawyer who helps with the 
mission's legal work, failed to appear. 
(It was his oversight, failing to look at 
his appointment book the day before.) 
Sunday afternoon was a time for 
reminiscing. The first members of the 
church were presented and given an 
opportunity to share their impres-
sions about the beginning of the work. 
Time and again mention was made of 
the dedication of Howard and Pearl 
Wolgemuth, spiritual parents to these 
first members of the Nicaraguan 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
The anniversary activities left me 
with three favorable impressions. 
First, I was impressed with the caliber 
of the preparations which the Es-
quipulas congregation, under the able 
leadership of its pastor, Rev. Enrique 
Palacios, had organized from begin-
ning to end. This might sound insig-
nificant to a North American mind, 
but to a foreign missionary whose 
main responsibility is to help estab-
lish an indigenous church, it was quite 
significant to see that the missionary 
played absolutely no role in the cele-
bration planning. 
Secondly, I was impressed with the 
interdenominational flavoring of the 
anniversary activities. Nazarene, Bap-
tist and Pentecostal were all invited to 
participate. This well reflects the 
N ica raguan Brethren in Chr i s t 
Church's attitude of Christian com-
munion one with another. Denomi-
nationalism is not anywhere nearly as 
important here as in North America. 
And thirdly, I was impressed how 
the Esquipulas Church has been 
moving out, bringing other communi-
ties to Christ. Many people who were 
brought to a saving knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ through the witness 
of the Esquipulas congregation have 
left the area to live in other towns. As 
they go, they take their testimony with 
them, plus a desire to begin other 
Brethren in Christ churches as a wit-
ness to their new nieghbors. Present at 
the anniversary celebration were two 
new Brethren in Chr is t congre-
gations, Nindiri and Monte Horeb, 
which were outgrowths of the witness 
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The Esquipulas congregation has been instrumental 
in starting two new churches. Bert Sider gives 
a brief introduction to 
Nindiri Monte Horeb 
N I N D I R I is quite a large town on 
the Masaya Highway (running south 
from Managua), close to Masaya. Al-
though population and housing figures 
aren't available, there must be at least 
1,000 housing units and at least 8,000 
inhabitants in Nindiri. 
Nindiri is a very old town, having 
grown up on the burial and living sites 
of an old Indian tribe. The town re-
tains much of the aspects of years gone 
by, but has been in a process of slow 
change. Recently rapid changes have 
been brought by the many middle-
class people who moved into the town 
after, the 1972 earthquake in Mana-
gua. 
The town has two churches, one 
Roman Catholic and the other Bap-
tist. Both churches are rather in-
different to the needs of the com-
munity. Both the priest and the Bap-
tist minister come in from other towns 
to do their services and they leave im-
mediately afterward. 
Our work started in Nindiri in 
February of 1975. Services were held 
for a time in a "pat io" of some people 
who are sympathetic to the gospel. 
Since then the group has grown, now 
to about 20 members. They are 
presently meeting under a little tin-
roof overhang of the pastor's house. It 
has hampered attendance a little, but 
that will pick up with a building. 
The pastor, Angel Silva, is a 
rapidly-maturing Christian. He and 
his wife and children are now living on 
part of the land purchased by the mis-
sion, in a small house built by the 
church. The congregation is now ready 
to build a church, having saved a little 
money and having generated con-
siderable interest. 
M O N T E HOREB is a case of a 
congrega t ion developing by mi-
gration. About one year ago, approxi-
mately 25 people (adults, teens and 
children) from the church at Es-
quipulas decided to sell their land near 
the church and move out to a farming 
area on the other side of Masaya, 
thereby being able to buy more land 
than they previously held. 
It was basically an extended family 
that moved, the same family that 
Angel Silva (pastor of the Nindiri 
church) and Juan Silva (who pastored 
for a few months at Schick) come 
from. These two men aren't the only 
ones who are greatly saved by the 
Lord; there are also other brothers and 
sisters who are just as evangelistic-
minded as they. One of the sisters, in 
fact, has donated a piece of land for 
the church. 
For some time we thought that not 
much would be made of the little 
church. Some people walk over one 
hour to go to the services. But recently 
Marian and the boys and I went to a 
service there. It was just thrilling. At-
tendance runs from 30 to 60 for the 
services. Pastor Enrique and Pastor 
Angel come in to the farming com-
munity to hold the services, which 
begin at 4:00 p.m. 
Pastor Enrique holds a doctrine 
class for five new believers. The lady 
who donated the land has Sunday 
school for the children. The rest have 
testimonies and songs until the hour of 
service arrives. Then Pastor Angel 
calls all together and they have the 
worship sermon. 
Pastor Angel stands under a little 
palm branch roof and preaches. The 
congregation sits on tree stumps, a few 
overturned cans, a few rickety chairs. 
Over farther, two 40-gallon barrels are 
overturned on their sides and support 
different ones. The tongue of an ox-
cart holds six believers, the fence holds 
up a few, and the rest either squat or 
stand. 
The congregation has just started 
receiving offerings. The first income 




I n DEALING with questions about 
social injustice and the peace witness, 
the church's perspective must be 
shaped by Scripture, according to 
Philemon Khumalo, bishop of the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Rho-
desia. During a November 12 visit to 
Mennonite Central Committee head-
quarters in Akron, Pa., by Bishop 
Khumalo and his wife Joyce, the 
bishop discussed that agency's in-
volvement in Rhodesia as well as 
issues surrounding the move to ma-
jority rule. 
The people of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Rhodesia are certainly on 
the side of majority rule and equal 
rights for all, according to Bishop 
Khumalo. When other Rhodesian 
churches have voiced strong opposi-
tion to social injustices, however, the 
Brethren in Christ Church has been 
silent, he said. Young people are be-
coming more vocal than the older 
ones, and some Brethren in Christ 
members have been detained for 
declaring their opposition to the white 
minority government. 
Bishop Khumalo expressed a desire 
that MCC become involved in Rho-
desia in development work. Develop-
ment work is part of the whole gospel 
that the church preaches, he felt, be-
cause it helps the people to help them-
selves. During the difficult period of 
the change in government, develop-
ment assistance as well as reconstruc-
tion aid may become more necessary. 
Staff persons who met with the 
bishop assured him of their interest in 
helping the people in Rhodesia. MCC 
cooperates with government and other 
agencies on some occasions, they 
noted, but wishes to give priority to 
church-related programs. For the 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
churches overseas, MCC wants to co-
operate closely with the mission 
boards involved. However, it is also 
to page eleven 
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Match Boxes, Tears, and 36 Loaves 
Eva Mae Melhorn 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute, Rhodesia 
What is it all about? Well, as 
someone there indicated, you almost 
had to be present to get the full bene-
fit of a visit made to a Rhodesian 
church for a special holiday program 
last Christmastide. 
As the Sunday school coordinator, I 
had been invited to visit the Longfield 
Church by the pastor, Mr . Cephas 
Sibanda, and his equally enthusiastic 
brother, who is the superintendent of 
the Sunday school. Virginia Kauff-
man kindly offered to provide the 
transportation. The hospital evan-
gelist and six young people also went 
along. 
We found, on arrival, that they had 
also invited twelve of the New Life for 
All young people from Bulawayo. 
These young people added much in-
spiration in song and testimony. So 
with the well-planned program by the 
Longfield group and the addition of 
presentations from our group and the 
New Life for All group, you can see 
why the service was five hours long! 
The spirit of the service was excep-
tional and the attention of the young 
and old was held remarkably from 
beginning to end. 
Yes, you say, but what does that 
have to do with money, tears and 
bread? I'm coming to that, but first let 
me tell you about the Christmas 
drama. 
When it came time for the drama, 
the congregation left the church sing-
ing an appropriate song. Then we were 
guided to various places where, on the 
grass, separate parts of the Christmas 
story were portrayed by members of 
the Longfield Sunday School. For 
example, at one place, while we sang 
about the shepherds, we were shown 
the scene of the shepherds watching 
their flocks. At another place the wise 
men appeared before Herod and then 
went to Bethlehem. We followed them 
singing as we went. It was such a 
lovely way of showing the Christmas 
story, and the idea originated with 
these people. 
By the end of the first two hours the 
count of the audience was 189, but by 
the end of the service, it numbered 
214. Another interesting feature 
during the service was the passing 
around of pictures in the congre-
gation. Some portrayed the awfulness 
of sin; others depicted the futility of 
riches, unhappiness brought about by 
poverty, sickness or death, or the 
results of rejecting Christ. Each pic-
ture had a message with it, meant to 
remind one of the need of Christ. 
A very interesting and inspiring part 
of the service came near the end. One 
of the faithful church members, Mr. 
Mpofu, was called upon to present 
gifts. The children of the Longfield 
Sunday School had collected money. 
It was divided into four parts and each 
part placed into a small match box. 
They had chosen four elderly mem-
bers of the congregation to whom the 
money was to be given. First of all, 
K h u m a l o , a g r a n d s o n of King 
Lobengula, was called to receive his 
gift. Then Mrs. Mafu, followed by 
Mrs. Gumede, who could not contain 
her happiness. She wept as she re-
turned to her seat. There were tears in 
the audience, too, as the last one, Mrs. 
Masina, received her gift. Mr . Mpofu 
gave kind words of appreciation for 
each one of these Christians. How 
thrilling to see that here were children 
to page eleven 
BOARD FOR MISSIONS 
General Fund Statement 
Quarter Ended September 30, 1976 
Canadian Balance, July 1,1976 $ (1,146.60) 
USA Balance, July 1, 1976 (27,431.63) 
Canadian Receipts 16,691.22 
USA Receipts 103,754.92 
Transfer from Reserves 10,000.00 
Total Receipts and Balance $101,867.91 
Disbursements USA Canada 
Administrative $18,439.05 $ 1,300.96 
Personnel 20,599.39 1,778.16 
Information Services 2,999.23 2,205.38 
International Currency 40.61 
Rhodesia Church 4,390.67 1,335.00 
Rhodesia Mission 9,927.04 
Zambia 5,810.78 2,517.50 
India Church 130.57 
India Mission 2,389.50 
Bangalore 752.00 
Delhi 360.78 
Japan 6,000.00 2,000.00 
Nicaragua 8,000.00 2,500.00 
Navajo Mission 1,410.00 
San Francisco 300.00 
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel) 825.00 
Montreal Lake Children's Home 825.00 
Salem (Labish) 825.00 
Mission Churches 4,467.98 549.96 
Extension Churches 16,589.95 4,374.96 
Urban Ministries 5,067.47 
Christian Service Ministries 7,019.57 2,224.80 
Total Disbursements $116,344.59 $21,611.72 $137,956.31 
DEFICIT BALANCE, September 30, 1976 ($ 36,088.40) 
Analysis of Balance 
USA Balance ($30,021.30) 
Canada Balance (6,067.10) 
($36,088.40) 
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B I S H O P K H U M A L O 
from page nine 
i m p o r t a n t to re la te to A f r i c a t h rough 
A f r i c a n s , t he b i shop sa id . 
Because leaders of the m o v e m e n t s 
aga ins t t he whi te mino r i t y govern-
m e n t have expressed the need for 
a r m e d s t ruggle , the b i shop s ta ted tha t 
the church m u s t s tudy the t r ad i t iona l 
p e a c e w i t n e s s of t h e B r e t h r e n in 
Chr i s t . 
" W e can p ray tha t the b i shop will 
be ab le to lead his people in to a care-
ful s tudy of the Sc r ip tu re s on this 
q u e s t i o n , " said D r . K. B. H o o v e r , 
M e s s i a h Col lege p ro fes so r w h o shared 
in the d iscuss ions . " I n these difficult 
c i r cums tances , B ishop K h u m a l o ' s ex-
press ion is the best a c c e p t a n c e of the 
peace wi tness I have seen in any of our 
overseas c h u r c h e s . " 
Church News 
MISSIONS 
Betty Lou Sider, of Ridgeway, Ontario, 
left November 30 for the West Indies, 
beginning a missionary assignment in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, under O M S Inter-
national. A registered nurse, she is the 
daughter of Mr . and Mrs. Ross Sider, of 
the Falls View congregation. 
Several persons arrived home December 
3 from Rhodesia. Jake and Nancy Shenk 
and family come home on furlough from 
the Bible Institute Extension Centre; Ellen 
Hoover comes home on furlough from 
Matopo Secondary School; and Steve 
Newcomer returns to the States having 
completed his Voluntary Service assign-
ment at Matopo Secondary School. 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Messiah on TV 
A Newsweek team was on the Messiah 
College campus in mid-November to make 
B i s h o p K h u m a l o is p r e s e n t l y 
s tudying at Mess iah Col lege. H e will 
re turn second semester to comple t e a 
p r o g r a m at Ful ler School of W o r l d 
Miss ion, P a s a d e n a , Ca l i fo rn ia . 
— A n M C C Release 
M A T C H B O X E S 
from page ten 
being t augh t the blessedness of giving, 
and also apprec ia t ion for the older 
church m e m b e r s . Tea r s of j oy were in 
order . 
Then we learned tha t the chu rch , 
too , had the spirit of giving. M r . 
M p o f u announced tha t the church had 
bough t 12 loaves of bread and a dr ink 
for all the children 13 years and under . 
Th is was presented to cer ta in people to 
p r epa re for r e f r e shmen t s a f t e r the 
service. N e x t , he said tha t the church 
is giving 12 loaves of b read to the 
a TV documentary on the reasons behind 
the success of Christian liberal arts col-
leges and Messiah College in particular. 
The film will be released on 100 TV 
stations across the U.S. about the time 
readers hold this December 10 issue in 
their hands. They interviewed both faculty 
and students. Their most positive impres-
sions were: friendly atmosphere, college 
chapel, Christian testimony, good facili-
ties, and beautiful campus. 
Staley Lecturer on Campus 
Mrs. Jesse Jai McNeil, Black educator, 
anthropologist , and mother, was the 
Messiah College Staley Distinguished 
Christ ian Scholar Lecturer in early 
November. She spoke in chapel, classes, 
and dormitories on the theme, " A Calling 
to Fulfill: A Sociological Approach to 
Christian Faith and Practice." 
Some of her topics were: American 
Indians—The Invisible Minority; The 
Church and the Third World: Decoloniza-
tion, Development, and Economic Jus-
tice; Cultural Conflict and Social Devia-
t ion; and S o m e Ref lect ions on the 
Women's Liberation Movement. 
B in C Sports Tourney 
Messiah College 
S a t u r d a y , M a r c h 5 — W o m e n ' s 
Volleyball, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; 
Men's Basketball, 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 
p.m. 
Thursday and Friday, March 10-11, 
Men's Basketball. 
S a t u r d a y , M a r c h 12—Bowling, 
Table Tennis, and Men's Basketball. 
M o n d a y , T u e s d a y , T h u r s d a y , 
Friday, and Saturday, March 14-19, 
Men's Basketball. 
Finals in Volleyball, Saturday, 
March 19. 
young people f r o m 14 to 25 years of 
age. Aga in people took the b read and 
dr ink to p r e p a r e it for la ter . T h e r e was 
a spirit of exc i tement now . . . and sure 
enough, the re were also 12 loaves of 
b read and dr ink presented to those 
above 25 yea r s of age. O n e could sense 
the near presence of the L o r d , show-
ing approva l for this beau t i fu l spirit of 
giving by young and old. 
Whi l e wai t ing for the tea to be 
s e rved , I t a l k e d wi th M h l u t s h w a 
S i b a n d a . H e is one of the elderly 
church m e m b e r s at Longf ie ld , w h o 
had worked for Sad i e Book in his 
youth . H e and the o ther pa ren t s car -
ried on a lively discussion for a n o t h e r 
half hour at least. T h e " g e n e r a t i o n 
g a p " was their top ic of d iscuss ion . 
T h e activity of this S u n d a y school 
was a mean ingfu l , en joyab le and in-
spiring exper ience , because I had seen 
G o d at work in the Longfield C h u r c h . 
NIAGARA 
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Cantonese Spoken Here 
Cantonese from an Occidental thrilled 
over 40 Chinese students (the majority of 
NCC's 52 international students). Joan 
Stapleton shared with these young people 
of her work during the past eight years in 
Hong Kong on November 8. 
Navajo Travelogue Shown 
The evening of November 19, Mr . and 
Mrs. Eldon Bert shared their travelogue 
"The Navajo Trai l" with the people of the 
Niagara area. During the morning chapel 
period, the Berts portrayed Navajo dress 
to the student body. 
Homecoming, November 5 and 6: Key 
features of the weekend included: a 
scholarship endowment presented by the 
Class of '51; the Alumni project of an 
electric scoreboard for the gym; and keen 
competition between Varsity and Alumni 
with victories achieved by both. 
Mr. Claude Winger was installed as 
Alumni President by retiring President 
Larry Sider. 
Peace and Social Concerns lectures were 
given in the chapel periods on November 8 
and 10 and during the five Bible Classes on 
November 9 by Rev. John Stoner, Execu-
tive Secretary, Peace Section, M C C . 
(U.S.). 
The NCC Choir will present its annual 
Christmas Music Festival, December 16 at 
8:00 p.m. with a repeat performance 
December 17 at 2:00 p.m. 
to page fourteen 
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Marriage is more than 
"Gentle" on 
Joyce Landorf 
C O M M U N I C A T I O N is the oxygen 
of every relationship—whether you 
are talking about marriage or job 
relationships or anything else. Now 
most of us can talk . . . we use a lot of 
words. But unless we can really com-
municate eyeball-to-eyeball, then we 
are lost. Communication is an over-
worked word—but on the other hand, 
there is no other word for it. 
Communication has gone out of 
many marriages and I know this first 
hand. I know what it is like to live with 
someone for four years and say, "Hi , 
how was it at work?" and he says, 
"Fine, and how was it here?" and I 
say, "Fine" and that's it. Well, you 
cannot begin to live in a house where 
there is no communication. 
God made us to communicate with 
Him. Adam and Eve talked with Him 
in the cool of the evening. A man once 
asked me, "What do you think is the 
answer for marriages?" I said, "I can 
only tell you from where I'm at. 
Where I'm at is that I could not really 
talk to my husband until first I could 
talk to God." 
W h e n C h r i s t c a m e in to our 
marriage it didn't spontaneously make 
me absolutely able to communicate in-
stantaneously. I remember when we 
first decided that as Christians we 
should really pray together. It was a 
comedy. I would pray and Dick would 
fall asleep. Dick would pray and I 
would mentally redecorate the rooms 
and change rugs and all kinds of 
interesting and fun things. We had to 
learn how to pray together . . . and 
that took about three years. Some-
where along the way we are given the 
idea that if you come to Christ, that 
This article has been reprinted from Reach, 
October 1976. Used by permission. 
instantly all of your personal hangups 
are gone; all of your non-abilities turn 
into abilities. This is not true. The 
Holy Spirit is there, but a Christian 
life is a growing thing—and I never 
want to stop growing. A lot of people 
assume that I have all the answers. I 
don't. God has to give all of us the 
right daily guidance by the Holy 
Spirit. 
Many Christians are really hurting 
in their marriages. Their lives in the 
privacy of their houses are filled with 
unkindness, quarrelling, insecurities. 
Many seem to marry the opposite type 
of personality from ourselves and then 
we are faced with the way they do 
something and the way we do some-
thing. Then we have to decide how to 
do it. 
It 's like in the story of the tooth-
paste tube. Dick says, "Everybody 
knows you are to roll the toothpaste 
up neatly from the bottom." That 
phrase—that horrible phrase every-
body knows is what just kills me. Be-
cause what it really says is, Dummie, 
if you had a brain in your head you 
would know you are supposed to roll 
that up the way I do. Magnify that by 
5,000 things—little important things 
in marriage communication. But we 
just can't tell kids getting married that 
this is the way that it is going to be. 
They say, "Oh, but we are in love." 
We really need to tell both Christians 
and non-Christians about the com-
mitment of love. Commitment is 
God's design of marriage. It is a com-
mitment whether you feel in love or 
not, whether you're sick, whether you 
are lonely or tired and you don't feel 
like loving that person. 
I think I get most upset with Glen 
Campbel l ' s song "Gent le on My 
Mind" where he talks about the bed-
roll being by the door where he is free 
to leave—take that bedroll and go. 
That is not freedom. That is fear. Be-
cause the little wife or the little gal 
who's with him is lying back wonder-
ing if he is going to pick up that bed-
roll and leave. There is no commit-
ment—none whatsoever. 
One place where I was speaking, a 
woman came up to me (and she was 
crying) and said, " I 'm not a Chris-
tian. I don't know God. I came to this 
meeting because a friend brought me. 
For 25 years, I've lived with a man 
who's kept his sleeping bag rolled up 
by the door. Every day he would say to 
me, "If you don't shape up, I 'm 
leaving." And she said, "The fear and 
the agony of it is so bad! Our kids have 
lapped up that song and said, "Isn' t 
that neat—he is free to leave. Free 
nothing! That is terrible." 
I am secure in my marriage because 
I know that my husband does not have 
his bedroll beside the door ready to 
leave. And I know that if I am sick he 
will hold my head. Now, he may not 
be passionately in love with me while 
he is holding my head. Nevertheless, 
the commitment before God to love 
has been established in our home. 
It's very easy to get a divorce. A 
woman told me the other day that 
when her hearing came before the 
judge it took exactly two and one-half 
minutes and she was divorced—20 
years of marriage was over. You can 
see why our kids come along and say, 
"Well, if it doesn't work out then we'll 
just split. I won't be hurt and you 
won't be hurt"—except that they are. 
Marriage, some say, is just a piece of 
paper. Now, it is a lot more than a 
piece of paper. God designed mar-
riage. In Genesis it says for this 
cause—the cause of marriage will a 
man leave his mother and father and 
he will cleave to his wife. That com-




mitment in our day seems to be 
harder to make. We need to teach our 
young people that the essence of mar-
riage is this, I am committed to you. 
I have a relationship with a husband 
who has taken seriously—that he is to 
love me as Christ loved the Church. 
Even on the days when he really 
doesn't like me. I mean I have never 
cleaned out the refrigerator in my 
whole married life—Dick has. And he 
comes to me with these tupperware 
containers saying, "Joyce, now that it 
has green growing on it, we can throw 
it out?" And I say, "Yes, you cer-
tainly may." And he says, "Joyce, do 
you know how long it takes food to 
spoil in tupperware?" "No , Dick, how 
long?" "Five months." 
And then he goes out. The reason 
that he can go out smiling is because 
he is taking seriously Ephesians 4:32 
where (in Living Bible very freely 
paraphrased) it says, "Stop being 
mean and angry—be tenderhearted 
and kind." And then the zinger at the 
end of that verse says, "and forgiving 
one another this way as God through 
Christ has forgiven you." 
Many women have come to me and 
said, my husband cannot forgive me 
for being the way that I am. When I 
was writing Fragrance of Beauty, I 
had asked 25 men how (if they could), 
would they change their wives. Then I 
realized that I had never asked my 
own husband. So I called him at the 
office and I said, "How would you 
change me?" He said, "Well, off the 
top of my head, I'd make you a little 
neater." Then he said, "Oh, no, strike 
that. I like you just as you are" . . . 
and here is Ephesians 4:32 again 
where he has forgiven me for being 
what I am. 
Now, 11:00 at night he has always 
asked me, "Have you locked the back 
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door?" And I always say, "Yes, Dick, 
I locked the back door." Now that 
part doesn't bother me. But then he 
gets up and he goes and checks the 
back door. That really send me up the 
nearest wall. 
When we became Christ ians I 
thought, "Oh, good, we are new crea-
tures in Christ and Dick isn't going to 
ask me this anymore." Except that he 
does. Because he is still checking the 
door. 
So once not long after we were new 
Christians, I was really up-tight about 
this. I was just furious. And the Lord 
said to me, "Look at him." I said, 
"No, I've seen it before." And He 
said, "No, I want you to look at him." 
"OK, I'm looking at him. He's check-
ing the back door." And the Lord said 
to me, "Do you know why he's check-
ing the back door? Because I made 
him a door checker." "What?" I said. 
The Lord said, "Check Ephesians 4:32 
again and forgive him for being a door 
checker. Why do you think he is such a 
good banker? It's because he is a good 
checker. He knows how to check this 
with that and that with this." I said, 
" L o r d , I forgive him. I accept 
him—that he's going to check doors 
until he is 90 . . . even if he has to go to 
them in a wheelchair." Almost in-
stantly, I got peace. I absolutely felt 
my shoulders go down in relief. 
But it is God, through His forgive-
ness, that has enabled me to look at 
Dick—I mean his drawers, the brown 
socks are here, the gray socks here, the 
white socks here. Second drawer, the 
white T-shirts here, and shorts here 
and the colored here. No matter how I 
mess it up they stay that way. He 
opens my drawer and he goes, "Oh ," 
and he's forgiven me for being this 
person I am—really forgiven me. 
And God says forgive him and love 
him the way he is. But our culture 
says, don't accept him the way he 
is—change him. So a lot of women go 
into marriage saying, I'm going to 
change him. No man changes from 
external pressures. A woman or man 
is changed only when he is moved 
from within—not from without. I 
know because I tried for five years to 
change Dick and he tried for five years 
to change me—and no results. When 
God came into our lives, then He 
changed us. 
We take so long to realize that God 
is our Source—for everything. My 
husband and I only came to Christ at 
the end of everything. I wish that 
weren't so. On the other hand, I 
appreciate my Christianity and that 
beautiful forgiveness of God. He takes 
me and loves me just as I am. 
During an interview in Seattle, 
Washington, they wanted to know: 
"Of all the things that you do—you 
sing, you write, you speak, but what 
do you want to be remembered for 
should the Lord take you home to-
morrow?" I thought, "Oh, wow, I 
want to be known as a communi-
cator." People, despondently waiting 
with their finger on their pulse are 
wondering, "Does anybody care that I 
am dying? Does anybody care that I 'm 
falling apart? Does anybody care that 
I'm hurting?" I want to be able to 
communicate so well that I can look at 
them and say, " I really do care. Tell 
me about it. Tell me how you are feel-
ing." 
We need to be communicators of 
appreciation one for the other. I need 
my husband's God-based confidence 
in me. And really, it is only a total 
man—a whole personality when a man 
can encourage his wife to be every-
thing that God wants her to be and do 
it with all his heart. 
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The Adult Bible Class, Bethany Church, Thomas, Okla. , which was honored at a dinner, November 9, 
hosted by the Ambassador and Berean classes of the Sunday school. Charles Rickel is pastor of the con-
gregation. 
Fellowship Chapel Exceeds Goal 
C H U R C H N E W S 
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CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
The Paramount congregation hosted a 
hymn sing for the Hollowell congregation 
on Sunday evening, October 17. The chil-
dren presented the musical, " O u r House . " 
The pastors are: P a r a m o u n t — R e v . J a m e s 
Ernst , Hol lowel l—Rev. Kenneth Engle. 
The Petersburg, W. Va., congregation is 
in the process of negotiat ions for a lot in 
anticipating the building of a church build-
ing. T h e new congregat ion and their 
pastor , Rev. Roy Musser , are encouraged 
with their progress. 
Atlantic 
Seven couples f rom the Manheim 
congregation dedicated nine children on 
Sunday, Oct . 3. Each child received a New 
Tes tamen t f rom the Cradle Roll Depar t -
ment. T h e congregat ion observed Mis-
sionary Day on Sunday, Oct . 24. The 
W M P C planned the services and enter-
tained the missionary speakers at a noon 
fellowship dinner . Rev. W. Ruper t Tur-
man is the pas tor . 
T h e Maytown congregation held a Fami-
ly Life Conference on Sunday, Oct . 24, 
with Dr . and Mrs . Bob Smith leading the 
conference. Special music was presented 
on S u n d a y evening, Oc t . 31, by the 
Hoste t te r Qua r t e t f rom the Fair land con-
gregat ion and a Ladies Trio f rom the 
Conoy congregat ion. Rev. Earl Her r is 
pas tor at May town . 
T h e Refton congregation dedicated a 
remodeled house trailer for the Christ ian 
Educat ion Depar tmen t on Sunday, Oc t . 
31. T h e pas tor is Rev. W. Dale Allison. 
T h e Speedwell Heights congregation 
held an installation service for their pastor 
and wife, Rev. and Mrs . Glenn Frey, on 
Sunday, Nov. 7. 
Timothy Dunning, a member of the 
Stowe congregat ion, spent the month of 
September in Co lo rado . H e worked with 
the Mennon i t e Disaster Service helping to 
clean up and restore the flooded area . 
Stowe's pas tor is Rev. Char les Hughes . 
Rally Day and Homecoming Services 
were well a t tended on Sunday, October 31, 
at the Tremont (Pa.) Brethren in Christ 
Church. " T h e An thony Fami ly" singers 
furnished the music for the Sunday morn-
ing Rally Day Service with the pastor , 
Rev. A m o s Kipe, bringing the message. 
The Homecoming was observed in the 
a f te rnoon with music by the A m o s Kutz 
family. T h e former pastor , Rev. H o m e r 
Rissinger, was the speaker . 
A bulletin board was dedicated to the 
memory of William P. Neyer, Sr., given by 
his daughter S a n d r a Lee. 
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Friday evening, October 15, had finally 
arrived! Members and close friends of 
Fellowship Chapel gathered at Tardi ' s 
Res tauran t for the annual church fellow-
ship banquet . The occasion was always en-
joyable, but this year 's banquet combined 
another e lement—that of a fund-raising 
drive for the renovation of 240 East Tre-
mont Avenue into a new church. 
Af te r a delicious meal and music by 
" Inne r Peace ," Bishop C. B. Byers gave a 
short meditat ion on the theme, "Except 
the Lord Build the House . " Then Rev. 
Alvin Burkholder challenged all of us to 
follow the Lord ' s leading concerning our 
commi tment to the building fund . S o m e 
people gave their gifts at this t ime, while 
others decided to think and pray some 
more about it. There would be another 
opportuni ty for giving in the Sunday 
morning worship service. As we waited for 
the announcement for the amount re-
ceived that night, I 'm sure some of us felt 
quite doubtful tha t we would reach the 
goal of $25,000 which had been set for Fel-
lowship Chapel . Al though the money was 
to be received over a three-year period, it 
seemed like a great amount for our small 
congregation. But finally the figures were 
totalled. $18,000 had been received! W e 
rejoiced and went home with our faith 
strengthened to believe that we would 
reach the goal by Sunday. 
Sunday was a great day! Rev. Burk-
holder inspired the congregation with ac-
counts of how the Holy Spirit is working 
around the world. Following the service 
and a carry-in meal, he announced that we 
had reached, and passed, our goal . T h e 
total amount of cash and pledges received 
was $25,709! 
The congregation at Fellowship Chapel 
realized several things f rom this weekend. 
First of all, we had obeyed the Lord . 
Secondly, we had reached the goal to-
gether; each person's part was essential. 
Third, we had seen how God could work 
when our faith was weak. How much more 
will H e do if our faith is strong? 
Peggy Knepper 
Fellowship Chapel 
14 Evangelical Visitor 
Standing beside the newly dedicated bulletin 
board of the Tremont Church are: Mrs. Will iam 
P. Neyer , Sr.; Rev. George Kipe, pastor; Rev. 
Homer Rissinger, former pastor; and Lester 
Adams, who helped construct the bulletin board. 
(Charles Brown, who also helped with the con-
struction was not available at time of photo-
graph.) 
Canadian 
The Houghton congregation hosted a 
Christian Education Seminar on Satur-
day, Oct. 30, involving ten congregations 
(Brethren in Christ and other denomi-
nations). The pastor is Rev. John R. Sider. 
Central 
The Amherst congregation held a 
Marr iage Enrichment Seminar on Nov. 
13-14. Rev. Atlee Hershberger is the 
pastor. 
On Sunday morning, Oct. 17, the New-
ton High School Choir presented special 
music to the Pleasant Hill congregation. 
The pastor is Rev. Glenn A. Hensel. 
Midwest 
The Mountain View congregation 
designated the month of November as 
Church Member sh ip M o n t h . Prayer 
sessions on Saturday mornings preceded a 
revival crusade held on Nov. 7-14 with 
Rev. Don Rhea Falke as the evangelist. 
Rev. James Esh is the pastor. 
Pacific 
M. F. Hollingsworth, father of Rev. 
Sam Hollingsworth, has been called to 
serve as associate to his son at the Red-
wood Country congregation. 
The Sandia congregation reports the 
beginning of a Bible study for ladies each 
week. A choir has also been formed for the 
worship services. Rev. Warren Hoffman is 
serving as interim pastor. 
Births 
Buckwalter: Kevin Eugene, born Sept. 
27, to Eugene and Denise Buckwalter, 
Stowe congregation, Pa. 
Dunning: Robert Ryan, born Oct. 15, to 
Linwood and Debbie Dunning, Stowe con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hess: Konrad Abram, born Oct. 30, to 
Karl and Elma (Dourte) Hess, Manheim, 
Pa. 
Spurrier: Matthew David, born Oct. 23, 
to John and Esther (Dourte) Spurrier, 
Zambia. The Spurriers are from the Lan-
caster congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Barnes-Beegle: Joyce Beegle and Bob 
Barnes, Sept. 18, in the Wesleyan Holi-
ness Church, with Rev. Curtis Bryant and 
Rev. Burl Ryder officiating. 
Beintema-Forsythe: Elizabeth, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Forsythe, Kings-
ton, Ont., and Leonard, son of Mr . and 
Mrs. Peter Beintema, Gormley, Ont., 
Sept. 4, in the Heise Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. James Cober 
officiating. 
Blackstone-Stiffler: Sharon Stiffler and 
Glenn Blackstone, Sept. 4, Clear Creek 
congregation, Pa. 
Colthorp-Ward: Peggy, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Edgar Ward, Wheeler, Mich., 
and Cary, son of Mr . and Mrs. Harry 
Colthorp, Breckenridge, Mich., Sept. 25, 
in the Porter Free Methodist Church, with 
Rev. Bert Winger officiating. 
Cullen-Bennett: Sharon, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bennett, Unionville, 
Ont., and Mark , son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruce Cullen, Mt . Albert, Ont., Sept. 11, 
in the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. James Cober officiat-
ing. 
Dezwaan-Wideman: Karen, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Wideman, Gormley, 
Ont., and John, son of Mr . and Mrs. John 
Deswaan, Mt. Albert, Ont., Oct. 11, in the 
Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. James Cober officiating. 
Elfreth-Lerch: Cindy Lou, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lerch, Hummels-
town, Pa., and Robert Thompson Elfreth, 
Jr., Mechanicsburg, Pa., Oct. 22, in the 
Hummelstown Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit officiating. 
Engle-Getz: Sara E., daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Quentin E. Getz, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., and Richard L., son of Mr . and 
Mrs. John Engle, Palmyra, Pa., July 24, in 
Trinity United Methodist Church, New 
Cumberland, Pa. 
Engle-Simpson: Mona Jean, daughter of 
M r . a n d M r s . T h o m a s S i m p s o n , 
Lawrenceburg, Ky., and Dale Hershey, 
son of M r . and Mrs . Har ry Engle, 
Hershey, Pa., Aug. 13, in the Lawrence-
burg United Methodist Church, Ky., with 
Rev. Noel White and Rev. Kenneth Engle, 
brother of the groom officiating. 
Miller-Petry: Darlene, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. C. M. Petry, N. Manchester, 
Ind., and Douglas, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard J. Miller, Leola, Pa., Sept. 18, in 
the Manchester Church of the Brethren 
with Rev. Lane Hostetter and Rev. David 
Rogers officiating. 
Miller-Stiffler: Susan Stiffler and Randy 
Miller, Sept. 4, Clear Creek congre-
gation, Pa. 
Poe-Sherk: Marcia, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Morris Sherk, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., and Jeffrey, son of Mr . and Mrs. R. 
Charles Poe, Fayetteville, Pa., Oct. 16, in 
the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church with Bishop Henry Ginder and 
Rev. R. Charles Burgard officiating. 
Seece-Clark: Teresa Clark and Kenny 
Seece, Aug. 28, in the Clear Creek Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Curtis 
Bryant officiating. 
Steckenfinger-Bieser: Susan Bieser and 
Ira Steckenfinger, Oct. 2, in the Little 
Marsh United Methodist Church with 
Rev. C. Richard Beach officiating. 
Obituaries 
Feaster: Virgil M. Feaster -was born 
near Syracuse, Ind., Nov. 29, 1899, and 
died at the home of his son, Harry, Lees-
burg, Ind., on Oct. 1, 1976, while visiting 
in Indiana among his family and friends. 
He was married to Bernice Angel in 
1919. She preceded him in death in 1962. 
To this union were born one daughter and 
four sons. The daughter died in 1924. Four 
sons survive: Virgil, Jr . , Donald M., 
Stanley J., and Harry M. He is also sur-
vived by ten grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. 
He, and his wife were converted in 1924 
following the death of their daughter. He 
joined the Brethren in Christ Church and 
was ordained to the ministry in 1931, serv-
ing the Northern Indiana district until his 
move to California in 1951. 
In 1963 he married Ethelda Eyer, who 
survives. 
He was active in the life of the Southern 
California churches. He was Director of 
Development for Mile High Pines. He and 
his wife had given a number of years of 
ministry as teachers in the intermediate 
department of the Ontario congregation. 
The funeral service was held at the 
Upland Church with Rev. Robert Hempy, 
Rev. Jerel Book and Rev. C. R. Heisey 
officiating. Interment was in the Bellevue 
Cemetery. 
Mellinger: Miriam H. Mellinger, born 
Aug. 16, 1891, in Kansas, died Oct. 19, 
1976, in Lancaster General Hospital, Lan-
caster, Pa. She was the daughter of Abram 
and Lizzie Hoffman Mellinger. She was a 
member of the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ Church, but had attended Lan-
caster Brethren in Christ Church for the 
past ten years. The funeral service was held 
in the Nissley Funeral Home, Mt . Joy, 
with Rev. Eber Dourte and Rev. B. E. 
Thuma officiating. Interment was in the 
East Donegal Cemetery. 
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Each child reflects 
the image of Christ. 
Few persons discerned 
the promise in that tiny babe born 
in a back-alley Bethlehem stable. 
Like shepherds and Magi 
who followed the light, 
may we affirm the potential 
in each child around the world 
by sharing food for mind and body, 
for tomorrow belongs to children. 
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